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FARE IN THE AIR
“On my last flight — British Airways from
London to New York — I did something I had
never done before at 35,000 feet. (No, not that.) I
took a picture of my airline food.” JENNIFER CONLIN PAGE 3

Walk in the paradise garden

The Alhambra Palace in Granada epitomises the wonder
and elegance of ancient Muslim Spain, writes Anthony Ham.
The most enduring symbol of an ancient empire … the brooding but benevolent Alhambra Palace.
Andalus, was forced to flee
Granada in 1492, he turned from
his retreat into exile for one last
look and wept. His mother, upon
seeing her son’s tears,
admonished him with the words,
“Do not weep like a woman for
what you could not defend like a
man.”

His mother’s harsh words
notwithstanding, it is not difficult
to understand why Boabdil wept.
His former home was the
extraordinary Alhambra, which
remains to this day the most
enduring symbol of Al-Andalus
with its pleasure palaces, exquisite
gardens and turreted walls.

Before you enter its labyrinth,
however, it is worth remembering
the lessons of the past.
The armies of conquest that
would finally claim Granada for
Catholic Spain took eight
centuries to take the city. Even
after such a long wait, they
paused at the gates of the

Alhambra, for they understood
that the keys to the secrets of the
Alhambra lay in the city that
surrounds it.
In modern Granada, it can
seem as if Boabdil and his people
have never left, as if the peoples
of the world — students,
pilgrims, travellers — have again

brought alive the exotic past.
Granada is the richness of the
Orient grafted onto Spanish soil
and the narrow lanes are alive
with lanterns and smoke and
street markets. Along Calderia
Vieja and Calderia Nueva,
twisting laneways of antiquity
that climb the hill into the heart

of the old Muslim town, the
Albaicin, Arab shops proffer
handicrafts from Morocco,
sweets from Jerusalem and the
spices of Arabia.
Softly lit tea houses promise
mint tea and water pipes, evoking
the hospitality of ancient Persia.
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Kilkea Castle was built in 1180 to keep ‘visitors’
out.... nowadays they never want to leave!
Built over 800 years ago as a stronghold against unwelcome guests, this Co. Kildare Castle is
steeped in history and rich in Irish legend. Once the home of kings, dukes, rebels and poets,
today all guests are treated like royalty.
There are dozens of castles in Ireland where you can live like a king... spend a couple of nights
and you’ll want to stay forever.
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tribal warfare, Islamic Granada,
Cordoba and Seville were home
to vast libraries of sophisticated
scholarship, to philosophers and
astronomers, and to an advanced
society that prided itself on
religious tolerance.
It is said that when Boabdil,
the last Muslim king of Al-
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USLIM Spain, AlAndalus, was a
land of
enlightenment
without parallel,
and Granada was
its jewel. While
the rest of Europe lived under a
medieval pall of ignorance and
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